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Habitat for Humanity of Greater Stark & Carroll Counties is a non-profit Christian housing ministry working in partnership with people of all faiths, and all walks of life to help meet the long term housing needs of the area’s low income families who are inadequately housed.  Through volunteer labor and tax-deductible donations of money and materials, Habitat builds and rehabilitates simple, decent houses with the help of homeowner (partner) families.  Habitat houses are sold to partner families at no profit, financed with affordable no-interest loans.  Habitat for Humanity is not a give-away program.  In addition to a down payment and a monthly mortgage payment, each homeowner family invests up to 500 hours of their own labor/sweat equity into the building of their house, and the houses of others.  Through this sweat equity process partner families receive the necessary training and home ownership pre-counseling, enabling them to become successful home owners in our community.  As they build their homes they are experiencing first hand how we incorporate the Energy Star residential guidelines in our construction.  

Habitat for Humanity promotes the use of Energy Star products and energy efficient residential construction in all the homes we build.  During 2009, Habitat for Humanity built 13 single family affordable homes for low income families.  The homes are built with an insulated foundation and an upgraded building shell with insulation and sealing.
These homes are furnished with at least 6 Energy Star appliances per home, including a refrigerator, stove, dehumidifier and furnace.  The new homes also have Energy Star exhaust fans, ceiling fans and light bulbs and the partner family has the option of buying an Energy Star clothes washer and dryer through us.  We install programmable thermostats in each home because heating and cooling accounts for almost half of our annual home energy consumption.  The use of Energy Star products reflects our desire to reduce the electric bills for our homeowners, save energy and reduce pollutants.  

Habitat for Humanity homes are built following the Energy Star residential construction guidelines and meet the minimum specified requirements. Upon completion, each home is verified and rated by a HERS professional.  This year we used Cornerstone Energy Conservation Services. Maximum HERS index required to earn the Energy Star rating is 85 in our climate zone.  The 13 homes built in 2009 have an HERS score of 70 – 77.  
We are dedicated to using Energy Star appliances and build using energy efficient construction to reduce the total energy consumption. During the home ownership training sessions, the partner families learn about the importance of using energy efficient products in their homes and are taught general home maintenance and repair.  Our partner families are taught the necessity of cleaning a dirty air filter which can reduce nearly 350 pounds of carbon emissions annually. They are educated on how to keep doors and windows in good repair so they don’t leak outside air which can affect the heating bill.  We explain how the Energy Star label designates superior energy performance and is the preferred choice for all electric appliances.  Energy Star products have helped Habitat families save energy, save money, and reduce emissions of greenhouse gasses.  These new home owners and their families are learning the value of energy conservation which they will use throughout their lives.

The savings generated by Energy Star appliances far outweighs any additional cost.  It is estimated the total savings for each homeowner is close $350 each year per house. For the 13 homes Habitat built this year, we estimate a savings of $4,550 per year.  By incorporating Energy Star measures into the houses we build we are providing truly affordable housing for those in greatest need. 

As HFH builds with Energy Star guidelines and installs Energy Star appliances we are teaching our partner families they have a responsibility to reduce energy consumption and the emission of green house gases. By acting responsibly to conserve energy, partner families are lowering their energy bills and protection the environment.  In 2009, the homeowner education classes have instructed 45 family members about the importance of using Energy Star products. Without the Habitat training sessions, these families may not know the positive impact of using Energy Star appliances.
