On the weekend of October 15, 17 students from around New Mexico met in Alamogordo for “New Mexico Solar Energy Association’s Photo Voltaic (PV) Design and Installation Class” held at the NMSU-Alamogordo Campus.
The class was sponsored by the PNM Foundation and hosted by the Otero County Habitat for Humanity.
The instructor was Randy Sadewic, a graduate of San Juan College. Randy co-owns Positive Energy, Inc., a company that designs and installs PV systems.  Randy is certified by the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP).
Students taking the PV Design class attended three days of lecture and hands-on training covering all phases of PV theory and design.
The following Saturday, October 23, students continuing in the PV Design and installation class gathered at the  Tularosa, NM  site of Otero County Habitat’s latest house. They had the hands-on experience of installing a 7- module grid-tied solar electric system.  The students were instructed and coached as they installed the system.
 Randy Sadewic was assisted by Mark Westbrook and Tanya Stickford       , both from Positive Energy, Inc.
The1.6 KW  PV system is tied to the electric utility; it sends excess power to the grid (during the day) and uses power from the grid when needed to supplement the energy it produces (at night). The homeowner will receive a REC (renewable energy certificate) payment of 12 cents per KWH from PNM.
John DeRoy of Horizon Electric, the electrical contractor for this house, was a student in the class.
Five of the students were from Otero County Habitat for Humanity and will form the team to install PV on future Habitat homes.
This home will soon be occupied by a Habitat for Humanity Partner Family who will not only benefit by having an affordable, efficient Energy Star home but one that is powered by the sun.
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