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2011 ENERGY STAR Award Application Excellence in
Affordable Housing
Executive Summary
Otero County Habitat for Humanity builds homes for families within the very low income limit (25% to 50% of medium income)

We have built 27 houses since 2000 and will completer our 28th this December.  The average family size is 3.81 persons.

Our homes are built by volunteers, individuals, church and civic groups, airmen from Holloman (our local Air Force base).  This year students from the University of Bridgeport (CT.) spent their spring break helping us build houses.
Our last twelve houses have been rated ENERGY STAR Five Star Plus. Our latest house achieved the HERS rating of 47. Our last three homes were built in the “Build Green New Mexico” program; this program is modeled after the National Association of Home Builders Green Home Building Guidelines and incorporates ENERGY STAR. These three homes all achieved the “Silver” rating.

We will complete our 28th house this December. This house has a 1.6 KW grid tied photo voltaic system.  The system was installed as part of a photo voltaic installation class put on by The New Mexico Solar Energy Association and hosted by Otero County Habitat for Humanity.
We have promoted ENERGY STAR at the Habitat booth at Earth Day, New Mexico Solar Energy Association meetings and other meetings.  Energy Star material is distributed at these events.

We have been given the Southwest Regional Award for Affordable Housing for 2008, 2009 and 2010.

Otero County Habitat for Humanity realizes energy efficiency makes homes affordable.  We have set a goal to build NET ZERO homes and ENERGY STAR is a key component of meeting this goal.
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