Wolf Presentation

Ecology
1.  Wolves once had an almost worldwide distribution, but are now limited primarily to North America, Eurasia, and the Middle East. Their preference on habitat ranges among Forests, Tundra, Taigas, Plains and Mountains.
In North America they were hunted and exterminated as populations increased.  Govt paid bounties of 3 and 5 dollars for killed wolves.

Then in 1967 the wolves were listed on the endangered species preservation act and are making some good recovery today.
2.  Males larger than females.  Color ranges from red/brown to grey to white and even black depending on the habitat.  

Body built for long distance running.  Large feet to stay afloat in deep snow and the chest acts as a rudder helping the wolf move better through the snow.

Can live up to 20 – 25 years in captivity.

3.  Wolves are very social animals with packs consisting of an alpha pair, beta pair and omega wolves at the bottom of the pack.

Packs consist of 2 to 12 wolves and can often grow to as big as 40 wolves.

Lone wolves sometimes present that don’t affiliate themselves to a pack.

Beta pair waits in the wings for older couple to die off or become weak.

Communication is done by a series of barks, growls, yips, howls, grunts and body language.

4.  Often persecuted by farmers and ranchers who own large plots of land in their habitats.  Hunters often have issues with wolves as they’re direct competition for game.

However, wolves are a keystone species and play a vital role in the ecosystem.  Studies show that healthy wolf populations correlate directly to healthy deer, moose and elk populations.

Reintroduction efforts ongoing.

5.  Explain the map.

6.  Gray wolves used from Canada to repopulate Yellowstone and the mountains of Idaho.  The wolves have done very well and continue to grow.

No current efforts in the state of Maine.  Studies being conducted to establish potential areas.

Wolf sightings few and far between.  Now that a lot of the old growth forests are growing back, scientists believe the wolf will make a comeback on its own.

7.  Explain the map

8.  Conclusion.

